
Sustain Mid Maine Coalition 
Climate Change Public Policy Team 

Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2014 

 
Meeting started at about 6:35 p.m. at the Winslow Public Library. 
 
Members present: Ernie Grolimund, Dick Thomas, Kate Newkirk, Jane 
Edwards, and Elery Keene. 
 
Motion was made by Kate, seconded by Jane, to approve the minutes of , 
the last meeting of the team: November 25, 2013. Motion approved 
unanimously. 
 
Annual Meeting 

 
Jane reminded everyone that the SMMC annual meeting will be on the 
morning of Saturday, January 25, at the Waterville Council room. 
 

 

The next team meeting will be February 24 at 6:30 p.m. at the Winslow 
Library. 
 
Administrative Issue 
 

Jane brought up for discussion the idea of whether or not members of the team 

should say when offering testimony to a state legislative committee that we are 

representing the Sustain MidMaine Coalition (SMMC). 

 

Kate pointed out that it should have more influence on members of the committee 

if we do.  She thought the board should give us some guidance. 

 

Elery responded by saying that most of the time we won’t have time to discuss our 

position with the SMMC Board of Directors before the time comes to make a 

position statement.  Jane suggested that if our position is consistent with the 

adopted SMMC Vision Statement that should allow us to say that we are 

representing SMMC.  If we aren't sure that what we are saying is consistent with 

the vision statement, we can simply say we are "members of Sustain Mid Maine 

Coalition".  It was finally agreed that when speaking to a legislative committee we 

will normally say that we are a member of the Sustain MidMaine Coalition. 



 

Legislative Hearing Reports 
 

Dick Thomas said that he had supported legislation that would require the state of 

Maine to divest itself from any investment of state funds in a company that 

produces fossil fuel.  The legislation didn't pass but the Appropriations Committee 

did support having a committee of proponents work with the state personnel 

committee to consider what would be wise investments for state employee 

retirement funds.  

 

Jane said that she had attended a meeting of the legislature’s Transportation 

committee, which had scheduled discussion of issues relating to improving access 

to mass transit in Maine. No decision was made because the sponsor and DOT staff 

will consider amendments to the bill before a vote is taken. 

 

Kate said that she is monitoring legislation being considered by the Agriculture, 

Conservation, and Forestry Committee.  One LD being considered would put a 

moratorium on use of neo nicotinoids.  These substances are active ingredients in 

insecticides that are very harmful to bees.  We should all know that bees are 

essential to our well being because they pollinate many species that produce 

important foods for us, including fruit trees and others. 

 

Report on Municipalities Committee Related to the Natural Gas Pipeline 

 

Dick Thomas said that he, Jane, and Elery have attended two meetings of a 

committee made up mostly of municipal officials in the area that meets to consider 

the idea of forming a district relating to distribution of natural gas to homes and 

businesses.   

 

Elery explained that the natural gas pipelines are taxable property for the 

municipalities that they are in.  The owner of the pipelines will have to pay 

property taxes.  This is a municipal revenue increase that may reduce the share of 

state revenue sharing money for municipalities that comes from the state.  Our 

municipal officials are considering use of the Tax Increment Finance (TIF) 

program to reduce property tax revenue from this source and use the TIF money to 

do some things that relate to climate change concerns.  One possibility would be to 

provide advice to owners of homes and businesses as to the costs and benefits of 

weatherizing their buildings and choosing the best way to heat them, including 

both cost and least production of global warming gas into the atmosphere. 

 



How to Find Copies of Legislative Documents, Amendments, and Fiscal Notes. 

 

Jane handed out papers about how to use the legislative "bill status system"  to 

find  contact information for  state Legislative Committees, to get committee 

schedules, and to find copies of legislative documents, amendments and fiscal 

notes, etc. She gave a quick explanation of how to do this. 

 

What to do about environmental health problems relating to burning wood in 

various types of wood stoves  

 

Ernie said that he is a retired civil engineer who has spent a lot of time informing 

himself about health problems relating to wood stoves.  All members present had 

previously been provided with a copy of a paper Ernie had written on this topic. 

(Copy attached to these minutes) 

 

Ernie said that Maine air is not as clean as it needs to be because most of the wood 

stoves used here put both carbon dioxide and soot into the air in quantities that are 

very unhealthy.  He said that one third of Maine houses are heated with 

wood.  Germany is doing much better about this than we are.  He said that 88 

percent of certified wood stoves are dangerous.  More restrictive standards have 

been approved, but these standards are not good enough and do not require 

removal of existing wood stoves that do not meet them. 

 

Wood puts out a lot of carbon dioxide per unit of heat.  Burning wood also puts 

harmful amounts of mercury into the air. 

 

Dick Thomas gave each person present a paper that he has written about heating 

with wood. (Copy attached to these minutes)  This paper gives comparisons of 

parts per million of black carbon particles emitted by various types of heating 

systems which show that the average wood stove puts a lot of this soot into the 

air.  He points out that even pellet boilers, the cleanest type of wood burner, put 

out about three times as much wood smoke pollution as oil fired boilers. 

 

Ernie said that several years ago proposed Maine legislation called for more 

careful analysis of health problems resulting from burning wood. 

 

There was discussion of what Sustain Mid Maine can do to encourage Maine to do 

what needs to be done about this problem.  Ernie has talked to state staff about this 

for the past several years, but the politics related to the issue seem to be stalling the 

kind of progress that Ernie thinks needs to be accomplished right away. 



 

Jane said that she thinks this issue might be more appropriate for the SMMC 

Energy team or Education team to do, rather than the Public Policy team.  

 

Ernie said that he has tried to bring this to the attention of the Energy team, but 

they do not seem to be interested.  Elery said that he thought some statewide 

organization would do better with this topic than the SMMC Education team, 

possibly the group that is taking the BPA health issue to the state legislature, quite 

successfully.  Kate supported this idea.  But no specific course of action was 

agreed upon. 

 

It would have been good to discuss this topic more but it was time for the meeting 

to end because the library closes at 8:00 p.m.  It was only about three minutes 

before 8:00. 

 

Just as we were standing up to leave, Ernie asked how many of us think that 

burning wood is a serious problem.  All raised their hands.   

 

As we left the room, Ernie and Dick agreed to write another paper on this topic, 

combining what was in their two separate papers in some way.  Elery said he 

would be willing to review that document and make suggestions once it was given 

to him. 

 

Submitted by Elery Keene and Jane Edwards 
  

 

 


